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SUMMARY

This articleis an historical study on the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa and South
African civil religion, which has justified Apartheid. The peculiarity of South African civil
religion has been made by “tripolarity” of Afrikaners (Afrikaans-speaking Whites), English-
speaking Whites, and Blacks. South African civil religion has functioned as the system of
values and meanings for Afrikaners against English-speaking Whites, but at the same time,
asthe religion that has justified the White civilization against Blacks.
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